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Freemasonry is one of the oldest and most vvidespread voluntary organisations 
in the world. Overthe course of three centuries men (and women) have 
organized themselves socially and voluntarily under its name. This Very Short 
Introduction introduces the inner activities of freemasonry, and the rituals, 
symbols and practices. Looking at the development of the organizational 
structure of masonry from the local to the global level, Andreas Onnerfors 
considers perceptions offreemasonryfrom the outside world, and navigates 
through the prevalentfictions and conspiracy theories. 
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